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the style you want,” I'd say.
She’d hand me a picture,
announcing it was a castle,
and I’'d twist her hair into
gravity-defying peaks.

Sometimes, when I
needed a break, I'd take her
to the salon and present
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A mother’s mission to have her daughter
love her kinky coils and the wig that
threatened it all sy seANNINE AMBER

he minute my

daughter opened

the box, I thought,
This could be trouble. The box
contained a long, flowing

curls I'd gather up in bright
pink clips. But by the time
she was 2, her beach-ball-
size Afro became, as one
friend put it, “a force of

one thought: My child will

not grow up thinking there is

something bad about her hair.
I began whispering things

as I did her hair each week.

“Your hair is gorgeous,”

I'd say, picking out her

Afro puffs. “So pretty and

hair natural!l”

But never had we faced
the allure of a wig: I feared
the minute my daughter felt
those silky tresses all my
hard work would be undone.
She ran into the bedroom
with the box and emerged
looking like a child beauty-
pageant contestant. “This

Twon't stunt the growth.
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Whether or not you're digging o mo .
Willow’s Mohawk, Mr. and S5 |

black wig that was meant to nature.” It burst from her be?&;}f 11[1 and};[ hldi'l, d tell looks ridiculous!” she said. Mrs. Smith encourage their
go with the Wonder Woman head, electric and wild, atyou have,” Td te “Can Wonder Woman have daughter’s self-expression.
her as I tucked her in at

costume she’d chosen for
Halloween. Nearly two feet
long with big barreled curls,
it was the type of hair my
child would never have.

As a baby, my daughter
had a head full of pinwheel
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looping into knots the

moment I undid the braids.
One day an older Black

woman visiting my home

said, in front of my then

3-year-old child, “Too

bad she didn’t get your

night, “is magic hair. We
can twist it, braid it, or put
beads in it. Not every girl is
as lucky as you.”

Other days I encouraged
her participation. “Draw

Afro puffs?”

“Honey,” I said, slipping
the wig off and kissing her
forehead, “I can’t think of
anything more wonderful
for Wonder Woman than
your magic hair.”
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In fact, Willow, who recently
signed to Jay-Z’s Roc Nation
record label, celebrates her
hair with a debut single entitled
“Whip My Hair.”
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Willow Smith’s funky looks took center stage at
The Karate Kid premieres across the globe
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